
 
Han Youngsoo(1933-1999) 
 

1933 Born in Gaeseong, Gyeonggi Province, Korea 

1958 Joins ‘Shinsunwhui’(The New Line Group), Korea’s first ever photographic forum 

 Joins the Photo Artist Society of Korea 

 <Prophecy> appear on Photography of the World 1958 in Japan 

1959 Elected Vice Chairman of the Photo Artist Society of Korea 

 Committee member of The Federation of Art & Cultural Organizations of Korea 

 Joins the Korean Artists Association 

1961 <The Maiden> appear on Photography of the World 1960 in Japan 

 <Girl in the Alley> appear on Photography Yearbook in U.K. 

1962 Chief Representative to the Creative Photo Artist Society of Korea 

 Founding member of the Commercial Photographer’s Association of Korea 

1966 Set up his own studio ‘Han’s Photo’ 

1968 Awarded grand prize on the 5th Chosun Ilbo Advertising Photo Contest 

 Awarded grand prize on the 5th ChungAng Ilbo Advertising Photo Contest 

1970 Master’s Degree in Business Administration, Yonsei University 

1973 Advertisement commissioned by Samsung Electronics appear on Photographis Annual in Swiss 

1975 Advertisment commissioned by Amorepacific Corporation appear on Graphis Poster Annual in Swiss 

1977 Advertisement for the Green Cross Corporation wins the Dong-A Ilbo Grand Prize 

Advertisment commissioned by Amorepacific Corporation appear on Graphis Poster Annual in Swiss 

1985 Founded photography library ‘Photo Bank’ 

1990 Chairman of the awards committee, 25th Dong-A Ilbo International Photo Contest 

1991 Chairman of the awards committee, 10th Korea Photo Contest 

 Adviser to the Photo Artist Society of Korea 

 Adviser to the Commercial Photographer’s Association of Korea 

1999 Voted Cultural Figure of the Year 

Dies in Seoul, Korea 

 

SOLO EXHIBITION 

1986 ‘The Nature of Korea’, Korea Design & Packaging Center / Seoul, Korea 

1988 ‘The Nature of Korea’, Korean Cultural Center / LA, U.S.A 

1999 ‘MESTER’, MAI MANO(Hungarian House of Photography) / Budapest, Hungary 

2016 ‘Seoul, Modern Times’, Trunk Gallery / Seoul, Korea 

2017 ‘Han Youngsoo: Photographs of Seoul 1956-1963>, International Center of Photography / Jersey City, United 

States 

 ‘Seoul, Where I Grew Up’, Seoul Museum of History / Seoul, Korea 

 ‘Time Flows in River’, SPACE22 Gallery / Seoul, Korea 

2018 ‘Han Youngsoo: Photographs of Korea 1956-1963’, BAIK ART LA / LA, United States 

2019 ‘Seoul Modern Time’, Gallery Loupe / Incheon, Korea 



 
 ‘Han Youngsoo: Photographs of Korea 1956-1963’, Harvard University Asia Center, Korea Institute / 

Cambridge U.S.A 

2022 ‘When the wind blows’, BAIK ART Seoul / Seoul, Korea 

2023 ‘Summer to Winter’, Suyonmokseo / Yeoju, Korea 

2024 ‘When the Spring Wind Blows’, Baik Art Gallery, Waave Foundation / New York, United States 

‘Unknown City’, Misa Shin Gallery / Tokyo, Japan 

 

GROUP EXHIBITION 

2006 ‘Korean New Days’, FOTOFO / Bratislava, Slovakia 

2008 ‘Collection Exhibition’, Dongang Museum of Photography / Yeongwol, Korea 

 ‘Contemporary Korean Photographs, 1948-2008’, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art / 

Gwacheon, Korea 

 ‘4 Hidden Photographers’, Daegu Photo Biennale / Daegu, Korea 

2009 ‘Gwanghwamoon’, Seoul Museum of History / Seoul, Korea 

2012 ‘Trace of Life’, Korea Society / New York, U.S.A 

2014 ‘Discovery Award’, Arles Photo Festival / Arles, France 

 ‘VIP 1950~60: Vintage Photo Exhibition> Seoul Metropolitan Museum / Seoul, Korea 

2015 ‘LA NUIT DE LA PHOTO’ / La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland 

2016 ‘The Need for My Care’ Waterfall Mansion & Gallery / New York, U.S.A 

 ‘Hangang River’ 2016’ Xishuangbanna Foto Festival / Jinhong, China 

‘We are from somewhere, but where are we going?’ DAEGU PHOTO BIENNALE / Daegu, Korea 

2017 ‘CIVILIZATION’ 4th SUWON International Photo Festiva / Suwon, Korea 

‘WINTERING’Olympic Winter Games PyeongChang 2018 Special Exhibition, National Folk Museum of Korea / 

Seoul, Korea 

2018 LA ART SHOW / LA, U.S.A 

2019 ‘New Acquisitions 2017-2018’ National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea / Gwacheon, Korea 

 ‘Open Your Storage’ Seoul Photo Festival 2019, Seoul Metropolitan Museum / Seoul, Korea 

 The Fiftieth Anniversary Exhibition of MMCA Korea <The Square:Art and Society in Korea 1900-2019>, 

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea / Gwacheon, Korea 

2021 Inoue Koji X Han Youngsoo Duo_Exhibition ‘The Times They Were’ Ryugaheon Gallery / Seoul, Korea 

2022 ‘The Space Between: The Modern in Korean Art’, LACMA / L.A, U.S.A 

2023 KIAF, Seoul, Korea 

2024 ‘MMCA Photographs Collection: What’s the Time in Your World?’, National Museum of Modern and 

Contemporary Art / Gwacheon, Korea 

 

COLLABORATION 

2019 BEANPOLE X HAN YOUNGSOO FOUNDATION ‘30th anniversary’ / Seoul, Korea 

2021 LEICA CAMERA KOREA X HAN YOUNGSOO FOUNDATION Art Project ‘Unknown City’, Shinsegae 

Department Store / Seoul, Korea 

 ‘ONCE UPON THE SKY’ MEDIA EXHIBITION, LOTTE WORLD SEOUL SKY / Seoul, Korea 



 
 

SYMPOSIUM 

2024 Photography and Korea ‘History and Practices’, University of Arizona, Center for Creative 

Photography / USA 

2024 Defining Identity through Photographs’ Works of Japanese and Korean Photographers, 

1945–1980s’, Sainsbury Intstitute / UK 

 

BOOKS 

1986 The nature of Korea, Youlhwadang 

1987 Life, Shintaeyang 

1990 Seoul, Where I Grow Up, Daewonsa 

2014 Seoul, Modern Times, Han’s Graphic 

2015 Once upon a Time, Han’s Graphic 

2017 Seoul, Where I Grew Up, Seoul Museum of History 

Time Flows inRiver, Han’s Graphic 

Han Youngsoo, Photographer of Modernity, Han’s Graphic · Space22 

2021 The Times They Were, Han’s Graphic 

 

COLLECTIONS 

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea  

Seoul Metropolitan Museum 

Seoul Museum of History 

National Folk Museum of Korea 

National Museum of Korean Contemporary History 

LACMA(Los Angeles County Museum of Art)  

International Center of Photography New York  

Hungarian House of Photography(MAI MANO) 

Photo-Museum of Dongang / SPACE22 Gallery 


